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I help Utah’s most vulnerable as a public defender.
If elected, I can address homelessness at its roots.

My name is Grant Amjad Mill
er, and Lam a public defender 1
ublic defender to hely
ulnerable situation
1am running for the state
for that very sume reason
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erimpact workers on the ground
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policy decisions often require
that our police force address our
homelessness crisis, but the insti
tutior reement is not
desiy s the issue at
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A homeless camp is shown next to the Jordan River across from Cottonwood Park in Salt Lake City on April 29.
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the point that we have lost their
trust. This program is an exam
ple of how we can build bridges
to funnel resources to the people
who need them

The other key is to prolifer
ate low-barrier transitional sub-
t and mental health
wre-hased housing options. It
s been my practice to et up a
transitional pre
ents when the
tion

abuse

nee

leave incarcera
This means leaving the jail
to attend an inpatient residential
rehab. From there

my clients can
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enter sober living or obtain hous
ing vouchers. It’s an approach
that works. Recidivism has de
creased dramatically for my cli
ents that use these lifelines.
That said. this approach has
major obstacles. Right now. the
waitlist for a substance abuse
rehab bed is anywhere from four
to 10 weeks. A bed for residen.
tial mental healtheare is dra
it takes up to
18 months. If you have ever seen
an unsheltered person having a
mental health episode in a public

matically worse

place, it is usually because they
have no other meaningful pla
to go. Our shelters have some
tools to grapple unh ments «I
health, but they are lary
ited with the kind of he
they can provide. The fesy men-
tal health treatment centers we
have are all significantiy overbur

dened. The default solution then
becomes incarceration — which
isn't a solution at all. Not only is
it expensive and ineffective to put
people needing treatment in jail,
it’s unethical — particularly if
there is no long term infrastruc-

ture to provide ongoing support
for these folks.

We need to do more than sim
ply provide housing. We need to
bring resources to the people who
need them. We need to build a
sense of community and belong-
ing for those who are suffering
from poverty

I am running for the state
House to work on these solutions.
1 am aiming to collaborate with
my colleagues at the municipal
and state levels to streamline re
sources and bring our local gov-
ernments and community actors
together to help people. Our most
vulnerable communities need
grace, purpose and hope. In so
doing, we will make our commu
nities safer and bring some clo
sure to one of the most challeng
ing issues confronting Utah

Grant Amjad Miller is running
for Utah House District 24

If elected, I'll ensure Utah’s public money goes to Utah's
public schools, not siphoned off to private institutions

When | 1 clementa
ry sck t led to read at
grade level I started to fall be
hind other students, and it t
until sixt sde that my tew
er. Mrs. Reavy. intervened. She
helped imp reading skills
which then belped improve ¢
stutte Irmance I
ers t 1 my relationships
with m; tes. Her swift i
tervention pros ided me with the
confidence ability to over
come educational adversity

Because of her example, 1 vol

revery Wednesday st Bon
neville Elementary School 1o help
third graders improve their read
ing skil w
is & hand-ai P
1in our state. As a can

for the Utah State House
of Represent
say: We must build a foun
for the next gencration and tnve
in public educatie

ves, L am here to

Utah's per-pupil spending
among the v n the nation.
Our public money should be g

ing to our public schools, not

phoned off to private institution
We must prioritize » blic ed
suring it is ad
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meet the needs
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has prove ;
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HB1¢ hich allocated §
million to ful

day kindergar
ten but did not provide the addi
tional $33.8 million necessary to
bring full-day kindergarten to the

Legislature p.wu
HB215 \\hn h created a vouche
initiative tithed the “Utah Fits \H
Scholarship Program™ and took
mxH\unn »m public schools
. the state legislature
sed HBAL5 re ducing school
fees and eliminating $17 million
fr m;vuhh- schools.

Educs .| opportunities
should not ¢ he expense of
dihuting ou school system

For seven v my wife and 1
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Desert Sky Elementary principal Aaron Stevenson visits with students on the playground of the new elementary

school in Eagle Mountain on Aug. 21.

ave lived down the street from a
public elementary school. Before
our childre old enough to
attend, 1 could see teachers try
ing their best to teach — and of-
ten “wrangle the many chil
entrusted to their care.
y two oldest sons attend
at school. and 1 hang their as
ments on the fridge as 1 hear

»out how their teachers teach
them as well as they ¢ with so
ny students in the classroom
Utah has the larg 1
n the nation, with ar C
g lents to one teache:

s show that larger class
gatively impact learning
we need more teach
current teach
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state investment to succeed at
their roles.

Increasing our spending on ed
ucation provides te achiess with
Hu resources to prevent oth
children from falling behind.
as 1 did. Currently, only 66%
of K-3 students in Utah meet the

benchmarks necessary to achieve
reading proficiency at their appro-
priate grade level. The Salt Lake
School District has ou tllmd a
program to address this and other
issues in their county-wide school
dmrm titled the “Strategic Plan
for Student Achievement” (SPSA).
The SPSA includes a goal to have
B0% of K-3 students reading at
grade level by 29, which needs
state support to be achieved
The benefits of reading at grade
level extend beyond academ-
T As my grand-
mother. a public school teacher
o say: “Readers are lead-
Children who read profi-

ers

ciently are more likely to graduate
educa:

high schoc
tion and ha

higher

pu

Investing in early literacy is not
Jjust about helping kids read bet-
ter; it’s about setting them up for
alifetime of success

But my passion extends beyond
per-pupil spending and re:
grade level. 1 have
various pieces of legislation aimed

at supporting children, from im-
prn\nh.th Idcare options to the
Safe Child Project. As parents,
my wife and I want what is best
for our kids. Our three (almost
four!) boys love to learn, and 1
want to leave a legacy of advocat-
ing for children like them. I want
all children in our district — and
state — to be set up for su
which our public schools can eas-
ily achieve if we make the neces-
sary adjustments.

When we invest in public ed-
ucation, we are investing in the
next generation of leaders. Let's
advance Utah's future and ensure
every child has the opportunity to
succeed by supparting our public
education system.

While we have many problems

can create economic opportuni-
es, environmental sustainabil-
nd support our communi-
s if we imagine a future where
our young leaders first receive
the support they deserve to build
back a stronger House District 23.
hank you, Mrs. Reavy, for
being my first supporter and for
laying the founaation so 1 may
continue to champion public ed-
ucation as a candidate for House
District 23. This election cycle,
our kids need your support as 1
seek to protect the next genera-
tion of leaders and readers.

Joft Wowell is « husband, father,
volunteer, mountain biker, tech lead-
er, community advoocate, coalition
builder and candidate for the Utah
State House of Representatives in
House District 23. He is passionate
about public education, the enviran-
ment, our unsheltered community,
our LGBTQIA+ community, repro-

tive freedoms and making a dif
ference in Utah,
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